
    1           Fall 2010 Volume 37, Number 3

Oregon Wild

A second chance 
for Oregon wolves

Fall 2010 Volume 37, Number 3



Fall 2010 Volume 37, Number 3   2  

Oregon Wild is a tax-exempt, non-profit charitable organization. Oregon Wild Conservation Leaders Fund (formerly 
ONRC Action) is a tax-exempt, non-profit social welfare organization. Contributions to Oregon Wild are tax-deductible 
for those who itemize; contributions to OWCLF are not. Staff are employees of Oregon Wild, which contracts with 
OWCLF to carry out its activit ies. Port ions of this newsletter are paid for by OWCLF. 

This newsletter is printed on New Leaf 100% recycled, 50% post-consumer, FSC-cert if ied paper with soy-based inks.

Main Office
5825 N Greeley Avenue Portland, OR 97217
Phone: 503.283.6343  Fax: 503.283.0756
www.oregonwild.org

The e-mail address for each Oregon Wild  
staff member: init ials@oregonwild.org  
(for example: rm@oregonwild.org)

Wilderness Coordinator   Erik Fernandez x 202
Director of Finance & Admin.  Candice Guth x 219
Healthy Rivers Campaign Coord.  Ani Kame’enui x 200
Membership Coordinator   Denise Kayser x 213
Roadless Wildlands Advocate  Rob Klavins x 210
Development Director      Krist ina Leamy x 224
Executive Director       Regna Merritt x 214
Conservation Director      Steve Pedery x 212
Communications Associate  Sean Stevens x 211
Wildlands Interpreter      Wendel l Wood x 200

OWCLF Board of Directors
President  Pat Clancy
Treasurer  Megan Gibb
Secretary  Jan Wilson

Susan Applegate  Jim Baker
Gary Guttormsen  Lesl ie Logan  
Rand Schenck

Western Field Office
P.O. Box 11648 Eugene, OR 97440
454 Wil lamette, Suite 203
Phone 541.344.0675  Fax: 541.343.0996

Conservation & Restoration Coord. Doug Heiken  x 1
Old Growth Campaign Coordinator  Chandra LeGue  x 2

Eastern Field Office
16 NW Kansas Avenue, Bend, OR 97701
Phone: 541.382.2616  Fax: 541.385.3370

Eastern OR 
Wildlands Advocate     Tim Li l lebo

Oregon Wild Board of Directors
President  Gary Guttormsen
Vice President/Treasurer  Megan Gibb
Secretary  Rand Schenck

Susan Applegate Jim Baker
Pat Clancy  Mike Helm  
Lesl ie Logan Daniel Robertson
Wil l iam Sul l ivan  Jan Wilson

Formerly Oregon Natural Resources Council (ONRC) 
Working to protect and restore Oregon’s wildlands, 
wildlife, and waters as an enduring legacy.

C O v E r  p h O t O :  O r E g O n  D E pa r t M E n t  O F  F i s h  a n D  W i L D L i F E  a  m a l e  w o l f  f r o m  O r e g o n ’ s  W e n a h a 
p a c k  a w a k e n s  a f t e r  b e i n g  f i t t e d  w i t h  a  r a d i o  c o l l a r  b y  w i l d l i f e  b i o l o g i s t s .  F i n d  o u t  m o r e  a b o u t 
O r e g o n ’ s  w o l v e s  o n  p a g e  f o u r .  

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

A second chance for Oregon wolves {4-7}

Oregon’s last frontier {8-9}

Evergreen Society {10-11}



    3           Fall 2010 Volume 37, Number 3

Dear Friends,

Writing you today, I ready myself for the 
call of a wolf – wild and free in Oregon. 

Call of the wolf
As the end of August approaches, I’m 
preparing for our first Wolf Rendezvous. 
I’ll be visiting northeastern Oregon’s 
Wallowa Mountains, listening for a 
backcountry howl. For decades you’ve 
supported our work to preserve the 
wildlands that rare and endangered 
wildlife need to survive and thrive. I’ll 
soon be in the midst of the sights, smells 
and sounds of one of these special places. 

When wolves returned to Oregon and 
made their home in two of the largest 
roadless areas in the state, my heart 
quickened. Since then, it’s been a hard 
ride for these iconic animals and those of 
us who appreciate the balance and majesty 
they bring to healthy ecosystems.

In three years, Oregon’s wolves have been 
removed and returned to the Endangered 

Species list twice. Most recently they 
regained federal protections in August in 
a case won by Earthjustice on behalf of 
Oregon Wild and allies.

Oregon Wild has worked to maintain the 
Oregon Wolf Conservation Plan in the 
face of opposition by commercial interests. 
We’ve taken government agencies to court 
for failure to adequately implement that 
plan. We’ve seen wolves perish at the 
hands of government wolf hunters and 
witnessed the Imnaha pack grow with the 
arrival of new pups.

So, yes, it has been quite a ride. But right 
now I smile, imagining the day when 
wolves will be heard well beyond the Blue 
Mountains into the backcountry of Crater 
Lake and the Siskiyous.  

Call of the wild
In April I announced my intention to step 
down from executive leadership at 
Oregon Wild. The Transition Committee 
has been working hard to select the best 

candidate from a list of very talented 
people. We’re excited about the prospect 
of securing a superior leader in the near 
future. 

I’ll keep you posted on our progress. If 
you prefer the most timely news, please 
subscribe to our e-alert list at www.
oregonwild.org/e-mail_signup. (That’s 
also the very best place to learn about 
events like the Wolf Rendezvous.)

Oregon Wild will soon be blessed with a 
new executive director with fresh ideas, an 
appreciation of our history, and an abiding 
commitment to the mission of this great 
organization. In the comfort of that 
knowledge, I’ll soon be free to roam the 
wilds of Oregon, lifting my own voice in 
wolf song!

With gratitude for your love and support,

From the Director’s Desk
Call of the wolf, call of the wild
Regna Merritt

j i M  D u t C h E r
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Early Days
A lot has changed since the 
Legislative Assembly of the Territory 
of Oregon met for the first time in 
1843 to address “the problem of 
marauding wolves.” Like other parts 
of the Wild West that needed taming, 
predators were seen as a threat much 
easier to shoot, poison, and kill than 
live with.

In 1947, Leslie Akerly collected the 
last wolf bounty paid out by the state 
and ended a nearly century-long, 
government-sponsored campaign to 
eradicate wolves from Oregon. Some 
would say good riddance – a pest was 
eliminated and the way was cleared 
for an easier life. Others would argue 
the day marked an environmental 
tragedy and a moment of shame for a 
state that prides itself on its love of 
the land, conservation ethic, and 
forward thinking.

The regretful wolf hunter, and father 
of the conservation movement, Aldo 
Leopold, once said, “The key to 
intelligent tinkering is to first keep all 
the parts.”  The elimination of wolves 
from the West had repercussions no 
one could have anticipated. The still 
young field of ecological science is 
beginning to show that their return to 
places like Yellowstone has benefitted 
species from beavers, frogs, and 
songbirds to antelope and aspen. The 
return of wolves to Oregon will also 
have impacts on the landscape. No 
one can be sure exactly what, but 
conservationists can look to Aldo 

Leopold to make an informed guess – 
“A thing is right when it tends to 
preserve the integrity, stability and 
beauty of the biotic community. It is 
wrong when it tends otherwise.”

A Second Chance?
Sometime in 1998, a lone wolf swam 
the Snake River, shook itself dry, and 
took up residence in Oregon. Most 
Oregonians value wildlife. To them, 
the return of the native predator was a 
chance at redemption. For those still 
fearful of the wolf as a threat to 
humans, livestock, game, and their way 
of life, it was the return of an old 
enemy.

That wolf was quickly trapped, crated, 
and returned to Idaho by state 
officials. The next three wolves to 
return to Oregon were greeted by 
poachers’ bullets and hit by cars.

Understanding wolves would 
eventually return to the state and that 
killing entire species was no longer 
acceptable, Oregon wisely brought 
together a broad group of stakeholders 
to develop a wolf conservation and 
management plan. For those 
advocating science-based management 
and a meaningful recovery of wolves, 
the plan was far too weak. For those 
still fearful of wolves, any plan 
restricting their freedom to shoot 
wolves was far too restrictive.

The Wolf Plan was developed to guide 
rational decision-making before 
conflict came. In that spirit, reasonable 

A second chance for Oregon wolves
Rob Klavins, Roadless Wildlands Advocate and Kiki Contreras, Wildlands and Wildlife Intern

i n  O r e g o n  a n d  a c r o s s  t h e  W e s t ,  w o l v e s  w e r e  h u n t e d  t o  n e a r  e x t i n c t i o n  b y  t h e  m i d - 2 0 t h  c e n t u r y .
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stakeholders honored the 
compromise and worked to support, 
strengthen, and defend it.

Living with wildlife takes work, but it 
can be done. For some ranchers that 
means changing practices developed 
when predators were shot on sight or 
simply weren’t around. For hunters it 
means hunting warier and sometimes 
less numerous game. For others it 
would mean educating themselves 
and getting over their fears of the big 
bad wolf or the big bad government.

Conflict Returns
In 2008 Oregon confirmed its first 
wolf pups. For the first time since 
World War II, it was again possible 
to hike the Eagle Caps and hear the 
howl of a wolf pack. The next year, 
conflict came. A pair of young wolves 
– likely from that first litter – was 
drawn to a 2-acre open carcass pit. 
They eventually found a nearby flock 

of penned up lambs and did what 
comes naturally to many hungry 
teenagers when shown their first 
all-you-can-eat bad-for-you buffet.

The wolf plan was put to the test. The 
state worked with the livestock 
owner to eliminate the carcass pit 
and deter the wolves. It worked. But 
that fall the wolves returned and 
were shot by government hunters 
from Wildlife Services.

Killing nearly one-fifth of the state’s 
wolf population was a blow toward 
recovery and clearly demonstrated 
the plan gave the state a wide range 
of tools to deal with “problem 
wolves.” The Oregon Cattlemen’s 
Association and Farm Bureau 
disagreed. They went to Salem and 
proposed legislation to allow private 
citizens to kill any wolf they deemed 
a threat. The legislation never made it 
out of committee, but the industry 
groups have promised to try again.

Wildlife advocates were heartened 
in November when footage was 
released of the Imnaha Pack 
running through a snowy forest 
with 6 healthy pups. The moment 
was short-lived. In 2010, Oregon 
got its first taste of wolf hysteria.

Last spring, wolves were seen near a 
ranch in Wallowa County. Soon 
afterwards every dead calf was 
generating howls that Oregon’s 14 
wolves were responsible. The county 
went so far as to attempt to declare 
a state of emergency. The situation 
deteriorated when a federal wolf 
hunter (working for Wildlife 
Services) stepped outside the 
bounds of the Oregon Wolf Plan 
and confirmed numerous livestock 
deaths as wolf kills. More thorough 
investigations overturned many of 
those hasty conclusions. However, it 
was clear that wolves had in fact 
killed at least 6 calves. What was 
less clear was which wolves had 
done so.

Anti-wildlife interests howled that 
they had no tools to protect 
themselves from what Wallowa 
County Sherriff Fred Steen called 
“efficient 4-legged piranhas.” To 
address those concerns, the state 
authorized Wildlife Services to kill 
two more wolves. The depredations 
stopped, but the state continued to 
expand and extend the hunt over 
the objections of conservationists.

D i a n a  h u n t E r  t h e  E a g l e  C a p s  r i s e 
a b o v e  B a r k i n g  M a d  F a r m  i n  t h e  h e a r t 
o f  O r e g o n  w o l f  c o u n t r y . Barking Mad and 

hearing the howl 
James and Diana 
Hunter searched 
the West for just 
the right place to 
call home and 
open a business. 
They decided on 
Wallowa County 

because of its wide-open spaces, 
slow-paced lifestyle, and opportunities for 
outdoor recreation. The motto of their 
bed and breakfast – Barking Mad Farm 

– is “disappear for a while.”

Ever since wolves began making the 
news, lots of folks have been 
disappearing to their welcoming spread in 
the shadow of the Eagle Cap Wilderness. 
Business is up 120% in July alone, and 
more than half their guests ask about 
wolves. It’s not surprising. Wildlife 
watching is a hundred billion dollar plus 
industry, and from Minnesota to 
Yellowstone, wolves are some of its 
biggest stars.
 
Even as rural Oregon transitions to a 21st 
century economy less dependent on 
what can be taken from the land, it’s not 
just about dollars and cents for the 
Hunters. “Living with wildlife is part of 
what makes living in a place like this so 
special. Having wolves around only 
completes the experience, and if it helps 
our business and the economy, well, 
that’s a bonus.”
 
Learn more about Barking Mad Farm at 
www.barkingmadfarm.com.

(continued on page 7)

D i a n a  h u n t E r  n o n - l e t h a l ,  p r e v e n t a t i v e  m e a s u r e s  t o  a v o i d  w o l f  c o n f l i c t s  l i k e 
t h i s  r a n g e  r i d e r  h a v e  p a i d  d i v i d e n d s  a c r o s s  t h e  W e s t .
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To truly thrive, Oregon’s wildlife need big 
wild places. The same could be said of 
humans who value them. Wolves need 
big wild places for the healthy prey base 
they provide and to avoid conflict with 
humans.

Humans – especially Oregonians – value 
roadless areas as a source of clean 
drinking water, wildlife habitat, and 
places for unique recreational 
opportunities and rare moments of 
solitude.

Oregon is home to nearly two million 
acres of roadless wildlands protected by 
the 2001 Roadless Area Conservation 
Rule, and Oregon’s only known breeding 

pack gets its name from one of our 
most spectacular roadless areas – the 
Imnaha.

The Imnaha Roadless Area is bounded 
by the colorful Zumwalt Prairie, the 
dramatic Wallowa Mountains, and 
incomparable Hells Canyon. It is truly an 
awe-inspiring place – one worth 
protecting, and experiencing. 

In an effort to show our supporters that 
Oregon is wolf country and wolf country 
is beautiful, Oregon Wild led a trip to the 
area this summer. It was so successful 
that we’re planning to do it again next 
year.

Wolves in Salem – 
back to the future 

As Klamath Falls 
Senator Doug 
Whitsett likes to 
remind our 
supporters, 
Oregon’s first 
legislative session 
was called “to 

eradicate marauding wolves.” He thought that 
was a good idea then and that it’s an even 
better idea now. Fortunately, both America 
and Oregon have come a long way since 
1843 when the Klan was a legitimate political 
force, potatoes weren’t grown in the high 
desert, and evolution wasn’t even a theory.  

150 years later, some of the same wolf issues 
could again be debated in Oregon’s capital.  

Oregon is currently undergoing a review of the 
Wolf Conservation & Management Plan. It’s an 
important opportunity to weigh in on wildlife 
management, but even bigger issues could be 
decided soon.

Last year, when wolves killed livestock for the 
first time since before World War II, the 
Oregon Cattlemen’s Association marched to 
Salem and howled for the freedom to kill 
wolves. Their attorney, Sharon Beck, has said: 
“The only way we are going to make these 
wolves afraid to come around human beings 
and livestock is for [them] to be shot at.”

They proposed legislation The Oregonian 
described as “having the practical effect of 
taking the state back to the days when 
wolves were shot on sight.” Their zeal for 
weakening endangered species laws has not 
abated and they’ve vowed to try again.

If they do, we’ll see how far we’ve come.

Wolf country is the 
roadless backcountry

O r E g O n  D E pa r t M E n t  O F  F i s h  a n D  W i L D L i F E 
t h e s e  p u p s  w e r e  r e c e n t l y  c a p t u r e d  o n  a n  O D F W 
t r a i l  c a m  a n d  m a k e  u p  t h e  s e c o n d  l i t t e r  o f  t h e 
i m n a h a  p a c k .

r O B  K L av i n s

M . O .  s t E v E n s
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Oregon Wild and others argued that 
the state was violating both the spirit 
and the letter of the wolf plan. When 
the Governor failed to act, the 
groups went to court to stop the 
hunt. Their claims were quickly 
validated when Wildlife Services 
voluntarily stopped the hunt. 

Another Chance?
In the meantime, a federal judge 
ruled that President Obama’s 
Secretary of Interior Ken Salazar had 
also broken the law when he 
championed a Bush-era scheme to 
strip the species of its status as a 
federally endangered species. 

Oregon now has a confirmed 
population of 17 animals in two 
packs and credible wolf sightings are 
beginning to pop up around the 
state. In July, the state confirmed 
Oregon’s only known breeding pair 
of wolves had again produced a litter 
of 4 healthy pups. The news was 
bittersweet. The alpha male of the 
Imnaha pack has been missing for 
months and is feared dead.

The return of wolves to the 
endangered species list isn’t the end 
of the story. The federal government 
and Wildlife Services are again in 
control of wolf management, 
Oregon’s wolf plan is under a 
mandated 5-year review, anti-wolf 
interests continue to attempt to 
weaken the plan and spread fear, and 

wildlife advocates are arguing the plan 
must be strengthened and fully 
funded. 

Thankfully, rational stakeholders from 
both sides are beginning to learn to 
work together to prevent conflict. 
Living with native wildlife has always 
been a part of living near the big wild 
places in the west. As the human 
population continues to grow and our 
ability to alter the balance of nature 
increases, 21st century Oregonians face 
a choice. Will we return to the path 
we began blazing in 1859?  Will we 
pave paradise and take the wild out of 
wildlife? Or will we change course 
and learn to coexist with wildlife and 
embrace a new way of thinking?

Most Oregonians hope the events of 
the last two years have provided an 
opportunity to learn valuable lessons. 
Someday wolves will come off the 
endangered species list. When that 
happens will they be put back in the 
gunsights? Will anti-wolf interests 
celebrate the return of policies aimed 
at drastically reducing or eliminating 
them? Or will conservationists 
celebrate secure in the knowledge 
that wolf management will be 
guided by sound science toward a 
goal of a healthy landscape that 
includes all its parts?

Time will tell. 

Wolves misunderstood 
Though most Oregonians 

welcome the news that 

wolves are returning to 

Oregon, groups like the 

Oregon Cattlemen’s 

Association, the Rocky 

Mountain Elk Foundation, 

and others have engaged 

in a campaign of fear and 

misinformation. Here are a 

few of the myths they 

promote. For a 

comprehensive list of wolf 

realities with full citations, 

go to www.oregonwild.org/

wolves_misunderstood.

MYTH REALITY

“Wolves are a threat to 
human safety.”

Since 1900 only two deaths have 
been attributed to healthy wild 
wolves on the entire continent.

“Wolves are destroying the 
livestock industry.”

In the three western states with 
the highest wolf populations, they 

are responsible for less than 
0.01% of rancher income.

(continued from page 5)

W o l v e s  h a v e  s u f f e r e d  a  p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s 
p r o b l e m  s i n c e  t h e  d a y s  o f  L i t t l e  r e d  r i d i n g 
h o o d .



A summer 
of exploration
Though the summer started late, with rains 
lingering on the landscape across the state, 
Oregon Wild hike leaders still took over 150 
intrepid adventurers out on wilderness trails on 
over 15 Oregon Wild Summer outings. Thanks 
to all those who joined us in exploring the 
amazing wild places Oregon has to offer. Read 
on to find out more about a magical place we 
ventured to this year: Babyfoot Lake.

Oregon’s last 
frontier – an 
Oregon Wild 
Summer 
adventure
Gabe Howe, Oregon Wild Volunteer
Photos by Laura Frink

Four years ago my wife and I made our first 
venture into the Kalmiopsis, much of the 
time confused and/or somewhat lost in a 
landscape that looked very different than any 
of our previous, tamer outings. Despite the 
hardships of rough terrain, total fog-outs, 
and mediocre navigation skills, I left 
knowing I had embarked on something very 
special. My experience leading the Oregon 
Wild hike around Babyfoot Lake this June 
reaffirmed that I was onto something four 
years ago and I’m not crazy to continue 
returning.

I briefed the participants about what they’d 
see on the road leading up to Babyfoot Lake. 
Winding its way by the Illinois River, 
through wildflower dotted meadows, forests 
dominated by sun bleached snags, clear-cuts, 
and live old-growth stands, the seventeen 
mile, one hour drive up $8 Mountain Road 
gave my hikers an idea of the terrain we 
were about to face.

Where the hike begins we were faced with a 
stump field once the center of heated 

controversy, but enough years later we can 
make observations and reflect without risk 
of sudden heart attack or stroke. I 
encouraged everyone to look beyond the old 
growth stumps into the state of forest 

succession in the cut area. Shortly thereafter 
the trail enters forest left alone after the fire. 
Immediately everyone noticed how different 
it looked. Needless to say, I think everyone 
was soon impressed by the bio-productivity, 
diversity, and beauty of a forest that has little 
canopy and looks like a scene “Smokey the 
Bear” warned you about.

The ascent is not long but steep to a ridge 
where the trail loses definition and some 
hikers lose their wits. I took it slow and 
stopped for vistas of the southern 
Kalmiopsis, wildflowers, and of course 
Babyfoot Lake. The trail comes down to an 
old road and we began winding our way 
around the pristine headwaters of the 
Chetco River, the wilderness boundary 
undefinable and unmarked.

j a n  W i L s O n



I started asking the group questions about 
what they thought of a landscape that was 
totally foreign just hours before. I was 
starting to feel not so alone in my burning 
fascination for the Kalmiopsis. The 
landscape spins compelling geologic and 
contemporary tales that beg intense 
listening.

We caught what was coined “the goat trail” 
by my rock star hikers, marking the 
beginning of our descent into Babyfoot 
Lake. An outcrop hosted enough succulents, 
some of them flowering, that we lost track of 
our count. “We’re not going out this way, 
right?” hiker Laura Frink asked.

At Babyfoot Lake we sat for an hour or so, a 
couple people daring the frigid waters. We 
pointed out the Brewer’s Spruce and I 
shared some contemporary Kalmiopsis 
folklore. 

About 10 minutes before returning to the 
trailhead I stopped and reflected on the hike 
with everyone. I asked if I were to do it 

again if they thought I should avoid the 
rough terrain, the fallen snags and intense 
burnouts, perhaps taking people on a more 
direct route to Babyfoot Lake. I asked if 
they’d enjoy better a more traditional hike 
with well developed trails and more 
familiarity.

Everyone agreed they were happier to have 
done the loop and enjoyed the opportunity 
to really see what all the fire fuss is about, to 
experience beyond the Kalmiopsis’ periphery 
offers a better rounded experience. A couple 
of them, especially shepherd Maya 
Nerenberg, I think left the Kalmiopsis with 
the same impression I did four years ago, like 
they had been shown something special for 
the first time, somewhere unique, somewhere 
rapidly changing. Again, affirmation that the 
Kalmiopsis is totally awesome, more people 
should use it, and more importantly to me, I 
am not crazy to satisfy my wonder lust for 
what is Oregon’s last frontier. 

Gabe Howe is a student, activist, trail 
restoration coordinator, and occasional Oregon 
Wild hike leader who lives in Ashland.

r a C h E L  s t E i n

s E a n  s t E v E n s

C h a n D r a  L E g u E

r E g n a  M E r r i t t
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Join the 
Evergreen 
Society!  

It’s easy! Just 
sign up for 
recurring 
monthly or 
quarterly 
contributions 
through your 
bank account 
or your credit 
card. 
Evergreen 
Society 
members 
choose the 
convenience of 
having their 
memberships 
renewed 
automatically 
and in smaller 
monthly or 
quarterly 
installments. 
Recurring 
contributions 
decrease the 

amount of paper or postage used to 
send annual reminder letters, which 
benefits Oregon Wild and the 
environment we’re working to protect. 
To join today, please return the 
enclosed envelope and fill out the 
Evergreen Society section, visit www.
oregonwild.org/membership and check 
the box next to “I want to become an 
Evergreen Society Member”, email 
membership@oregonwild.org, or call 
(503) 283-6343 ext. 213.

Name: Jim Fenner

Location: Lake Oswego

Membership Level: Conservation 

Council (Refuge) Evergreen 

Society Member and Oregon Wild 

Conservation Leaders Fund 

Evergreen Society Member

Joined: 2005

 

Oregon Wild: Why did you 
choose to become an Evergreen 
Society member of Oregon 
Wild?
Jim Fenner: I like the work 
Oregon Wild does. The 
automatic financial support of 
Evergreen Society members 
gives Oregon Wild a regular, 
reliable baseline support they can 
count on. It also costs Oregon 
Wild far less in overhead 
expenses, because they do not 
need to send out reminders or 
handle the contributions 
one-by-one!

Oregon Wild: Why do you think 
it is important to support 
Oregon Wild?
Jim: Oregon is a better place 
because of Oregon Wild’s work 
in protecting wildlands, wildlife, 
and water. However, we still have 
a long ways to go! Oregon has 
far less wilderness than Idaho, 
Washington, or California. 
Water quality has also 
deteriorated significantly during 
the past decades when I grew up 
here.
Oregon Wild: Why do you think 
it is important to also support 
the Oregon Wild Conservation 
Leaders Fund?
Jim: Unfortunately, the United 
States is not a republic “of the 
people, by the people, and for 
the people,” but of the special 
interests, by the special interests, 
and for the special interests. 
Money and lobbying 
(unfortunately!) speak far louder 
than individuals. Oregon Wild 
(and the other groups I support) 
need funds to get their message 
to the elected officials at all levels. 

Oregon Wild: Which Oregon 
Wild campaign are you most 
interested in and why? 
Jim: Protecting wildlands, 
wildlife, and water are all 
important. Funding them is 
probably my most important 
interest right now. I would like 
to encourage, urge, and cajole 
every Oregon Wild member to 
enroll in Evergreen Society (if 
they are not yet), and to switch 
from credit card payment to 
automatic electronic fund 
transfer (EFT) donation if they 
are Evergreen members. Oregon 
Wild members may not realize 
that credit card companies 
charge Oregon Wild at least 2% 
of their donation in fees--and 
American Express about 4%! In 
this economic situation, Oregon 
Wild could use that extra 
money! Why support a credit 
card company when you can 
support Oregon Wild?
Oregon Wild: What do you value 
most about your membership? 
Jim: Supporting the local efforts 
to save Oregon’s remaining 

wildlands, wildlife, and water. 
And seeing the (almost) 
immediate results.
Oregon Wild: What impresses 
you most about Oregon Wild? 
Jim: How hard the staff works 
and how dedicated they and 
volunteers are.
Oregon Wild: How long have you 
lived in Oregon? 
Jim: More than 50 years. I was 
born in Lebanon, OR. 
Oregon Wild: Why do you 
choose to live in Oregon? 
Jim: I grew up here. After college, 
I lived or worked in a dozen 
other places, and visited every 
state and several foreign lands 
before returning to Oregon. 
From wild coast to glaciated 
mountains, the Great Basin to 
the Siskiyous, Oregon has about 
everything I could want.
Oregon Wild: What is your 
favorite place in Oregon and 
why? 
Jim: A certain small stream 
holding a healthy population of 
native Coastal Cutthroat trout. 
Need I say why? 

Keeping it wild
Featuring the supporters, foundations, businesses, and volunteers that make our work possible. 
This issue’s focus: Evergreen Society members
Kristina Leamy, Development Director

s a s h a  i n g B E r
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Evergreen Society Members
Mari lyn and Robert Shotola
Stephen K. Smack
Sarah K. Small
Craig Smith
Maureen O. Smith and Al lan K. 

Smith
Tamara J. Smith
Paula and Bryan Sohl
I lana Sophia
Bernice A. Stearns
David Steinbrecher
Lori and Cary Stephens
Dorald Stoltz
Valerie Strickland and Rand 

Schenck  
Tina Stupasky and Bryan E. 

Lessley
Irma L. Sul l ivan
Charles E. Swett

Phi l l is and Thomas Temple
Esther Jacobson-Tepfer and Gary 

Tepfer 
Peter S Thompson
Nicole and Matt Thorburn
Debbie and Thomas Thral l
Michael Tichenor
Steven Tichenor
Carol Tingle
Junko Iwao Tol l and Wil l iam Tol l 
J Deborah Toobert and John 

Koenig 
Nancy Lou Tracy

Karen  and Walt Trandum
Carol Trezona
Kathrine Turner

Marie Val leroy and Alan Locklear 
Carolyn and Ralph Vandersl ice
Michele and Richard Van Pelt
Rabecca and David Vick 
Brigitte Von Platen

Todd Wagner
Grant Warrens
Wendy Campbell Wayne and 

Christopher Wayne
Gloria and Tom Wiemann
Rahmana Wiest and Daniel Rhiger
Curtis L. Wil l iams
Dorothy and John Wilson 
Jan Wilson
Reed Wilson and River Jewelry
John Winter
Nancy Winters and Scott Murray  
Hanspeter Witschi
Carolyn V. Wood and Rose Bond
Marian Woodall and Kent Frankl in
Kathleen Worley

Paula Yocum

Every effort has been made to 
ensure that this l ist is accurate. If 
you have any questions, please 
email membership@oregonwild.org.

Carol Paddock
Debbi and Phi l ip Paden
Joel len Pai l
Susan Parsons
Anita K. Pearson
Paul Pearson
Katherine and Steve Pedery
Torsten L. Pihl
David Pi lz
Mabel and Wil l Pool
Sandra J. Pul lel la

Kym Randolph and Larry 
Clemenson

Ann Marie Rasmussen
Gisela and Duane Ray
Carol and Rick Reece
Mary Regan and Edward Leager
Janice Reid
Diana Rempe and Patrick O’Herron
Gerrit Roelof
Margaret Rogers
Jennifer Root
Suzanne Rosen and Colin Park 
Charlotte A. Rubin
Meg Ruby and Jonathan Lindgren
Leif Running
Mark Van Ryzin

Sheryl Sackman
David Sauer
Connie Sayler
Penelope Schott and Eric 

Sweetman 
Harold W. Schroeder
Donald R Schuman
Sheryl Engelbert-Scott and Volker 

Engelbert
Stan Seleen
Ian Shel ley
Susan C. Sheythe
Virginia Shipman and Richard 

Kaiser 
Paul Shirkey
Linda Shockey
Dorothy and Lon Shoemaker
Ji l l and Scott Shoen

Jeannette Lawrence
Susan Leafe and Russel l Hal l
Krist ina Leamy and Adam Lamas
Rebecca Lester
Stephanie and Terry Lewis
Karen Li l lebo
Scott and Joy Linn
Katrin Litsjo and Dan Ernster
Linda Livermore
Lesl ie and Patrick Logan
Wendy B. Loren

Jul ie and Donald Macpherson
Ruthann Maguire and Joseph 

Hessler 
Susan Markley
Kathleen and Jerry E. Martin
Michael and Gloria Marlowe  
Lois and John Matthews  
Erin Matthiessen
Pamela and Mark MacDonald
Paul Martinsen
Patricia G. Matsukado
Katherine and John F. McAnulty
Mari lyn McFarlane
Kate McGee
Karen McKay and Ted Wolf 
Judith McMil lan
Kerry McPhail
Glenn Meares
Ethan and Vicky Medley
Roger Mellem
Regna Merritt
Janet Metcalf and Kaye McDonald 
Michael Mil ler
Elena Moon
Jolynn Moore
Catherine and Marty Morrow
Paul Mort
Barbara and Paul Muller
Susan Murray and Steven Ritchie  

Nara Nayar

Virginia V. and George Olsen
Mariner Orum
Joyce and Michael Overeem
Marietta and Earnest O’Byrne

Karen and Thomas Gritzka
Winthrop Gross
Gary Guttormsen

Chip Hall
Fred and Jean Hall
Paula and Robert L. Hamm
Amy Hammond and Bob Eckland
Phil ip Harris
Mary K. Hayden
Allen Heide
Susan Helmer
Dick Hentze
Helen Herner
Mariam K. Higgins and Nick 

Gideonse
Jan Hodder
Lisa Jean Hoefner
Rachel Hoffman
Henry Holmes
Howard A. Houseknecht
Bonnie Hughes/ Clear Creek Lodge

Robin Jacobs
Jennifer James and Keith Nevison
Margaret J. Johnston and Bruce 

Schinkelwitz
Lawrence Jones
Tony Jones

Penelope and Jack Kaczamarek
Brenda Kame’enui
Rita Kanaya
Erika and Tom Kane
Andrew Kaza
Lynn and Dan Kel logg
Dorothea Kelsey
Helen T. Kennedy
Heather and Dan Kent
Sharon and Gary Kish
Micah Sunshower Klatt
Deb and Tom Kloster
Pamela and Dan Kromer
Dan Kruse
Nancy and Joseph Kuehn
Carol ine Kurtz and Mark 

Rasmussen

Bradley Coffey
Corinne P. and Josh L. Cohen
Jessica Colby
Cornel ia H. Colen
Irene J. Conroy
Mary J. and Thomas F. Conroy
Charlotte and David Corkran
Anna Lisa Couturier
Linda Craig
Serena Crawford and David 

Wilkins
Cheyne Cumming

Theresa Daley
Janet Danforth
Linda L. Danielson
Anna Debenham and Charles 

Kingsley
Nancy Deboard
Margaret DeBona
Rande DeGidio
Jody and Dan DeLand
Bil l Deutschman
Jean I. Donly
Dee Ann Dougherty and Paul 

Raether, M.D.
Steve Doyle
Patricia and Dennis Ducey

Lauren Esserman and Jon Kart

Gordon R. Feighner
Jeanette Skelton Feldhousen and 

Edward Felhousen
Linda L. and James H. Fenner

Karen Garber and John Desmarais 
Eugene Georgetta
Megan L. Gibb and Kurt Maier
George A. Gibson
Glenn Gil l is
Monica Gilman and Jay Humphrey 

Debora Goldstein
Glenda Goodrich
John A. Graeter
Dale Greenley
Kathryn and El l iott Grey

Margie Adams
Sally Adelman and Gregory Doyle
Mary Al lardt
Robert Al len
Jim Arneson
Connie Anderson and Joseph 

Cohoon 
Michael Annus
Shannon Applegate and Daniel 

Robertson
Susan Applegate
Wil lotta Asbjornsen
Linda Burdick Atwil l

Judy and Jim Baker
Rebecca and Gary Baker
Mari Baldwin
Maureen Barckley
Lois and John E Barry
Karen and J. Scott Baxter
Tim Baxter
Judith Anne Beck
Katherine and Vern Bensching
John Bentley
Sean Bevington
Jul ie A. and Michael D Black
Mary Lou Boice
Nancy Bock
Scott Bowler
El isabeth R. and Pieter H.M. Braam
David Brewer
Martha H. Brookes
Chloe Broz
Sherry and James Burles
Colby Buswell
C Terry Butler
Claudia Burton and Jim Conley

Katherine Cameron
Charlotte A. Campbell
Lynn Cardiff
Mary D. Christensen
Steven Christ ian
Beth Caruso and Pat Clancy
Gary Clarke
Anthony J Clouse
Linda and Wil l iam Cloyd

Thank you to our Evergreen Society Members (as of August 1, 2010) who make monthly or quarterly 
contributions in support of our mission. Your support means so much to us!

Tribute Gifts 
(June 1 - August 9, 2010)

Sally Cross and Mark Hahn 
in honor of Regna Merritt 
and in memory of Alberta 
Gerould 

Jean Richmond
in memory of Robert E. 
Richmond

Regna Merritt
in honor of the marriage 
of Ani Kame’enui and 
Kabir Green



Fall 2010 Volume 37, Number 3   12  

Please help us to receive a significant, 
renewed challenge grant from the Earth 

Friends Conservation Fund. Make a 
contribution today to help us reach our goal 
of raising $40,000 by September 30, 2010.

Where might you actually see 
a wolf in Oregon? Try a hike into 
the Wenaha-Tucannon 
Wilderness in the far corner of 
northeastern Oregon. The Blue 
Mountains here have huge herds 
of elk and a smattering of newly 
arrived moose – populations that 
balance well with wolves.

This is a spectacular place to 
hike. Like a jagged crack in the 
planet’s crust, the Wenaha River 
canyon zigzags from the remote 
village of Troy into the Wenaha-
Tucannon Wilderness. A 
31.4-mile trail follows the river 
from the start of its desert 
canyon to its source high in the 
Blue Mountains. For an easy 
day trip, explore the first few 
miles of the path.

From Interstate 84 in La Grande, 
take exit 261 and follow signs for 
Wallowa Lake 65 miles to 
Enterprise. At a pointer for 
Lewiston in the middle of 
Enterprise, turn left on First 
Street (alias Highway 3) for 35 
miles to a sign for Flora. Turn left 
3 miles to this interesting ghost 
town. Then drive on past Flora 
for 4.1 paved miles and an 

additional 7.2 miles of steep, 
winding, 1-lane gravel road down 
to a bridge across the Grande 
Ronde River. On the far side of 
the bridge, turn left on a paved 
road for 2 miles to the edge of 
Troy. A block before 
“downtown,” (a cafe, store, 
laundry, gas station, and inn), 
turn right toward Pomeroy on 
Bartlett Road. Up this road 0.4 
mile, where the road 
switchbacks to the right, park at 
a pullout straight ahead beside a 
trailhead message board.

The Wenaha River Trail sets out 
through sparse ponderosa pine 
woods with teasels, elderberries, 
and salsify. In spring look for the 
sunflower-like blooms of 
balsamroot. After 0.7 mile you’ll 
reach the first access to the river 
itself, a 60-foot current of 
boulder-strewn whitewater. After 
this the trail climbs past the first 
of several patches of poison 
oak. Beware these triple-
leafletted shrubs!

After 1.8 miles you’ll climb to a 
viewpoint above a riverbend pool 
where you can watch giant fish 
idling far below. Then the trail 
crosses a crude, private 

roadbed and climbs around a 
scenic cliff between layers of 
rimrock. White mariposa lilies dot 
the slope, along with Oregon 
sunshine and wild clematis.

In another 0.4 mile you’ll pass a 
sign marking the National Forest 
boundary—a turnaround point 
for casual hikers. Beyond this, 
the trail continues upriver 4.1 
miles, occasionally ducking 
under cliffs, to a rock cairn at a 
possibly unmarked junction. 

Ahead the trail passes a 
meadow with campsites along 
Crooked Creek. To the left, the 
Wenaha River Trail dips to a 
100-foot bridge spanning 
Crooked Creek, an excellent 
day-hike goal.

For more information about this 
and other Blue Mountains trails, 
check out William L. Sullivan’s 
“100 Hikes/Travel Guide: Eastern 
Oregon.” 

Bill’s Excellent Adventures
Touring the state’s best trails with the guru of Oregon hiking  

Featuring: Wenaha River Trail

William Sullivan

W i L L i a M  s u L L i va n  t h e  W e n a h a  r i v e r  c u r l s  t h r o u g h  t h e  B l u e  M o u n t a i n s  i n 
f a r  n o r t h e a s t  O r e g o n .
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Wilderness and Wild Rivers
Legislation to extend Wild & Scenic 
River protection for the Mollala 
River and protect the proposed 
Devil’s Staircase Wilderness, in the 
Oregon Coast Range, has been passed 
out of the House and key committees 
in the Senate. Partisan gridlock in the 
Senate means protecting these areas 
this year will require another giant 
Omnibus Public Lands Bill that links 
conservation measures across the 
country into one package.

Unfortunately, Oregon’s 
Congressional delegation has thus 
far failed to act on the proposed 
Wild Rogue Wilderness. Despite a 
landmark agreement between 
conservationists and the timber 
industry, and tremendous local 
support, Oregon’s Senators and 
House members have thus far 
dodged requests to introduce 
legislation to protect this spectacular 
58,000 acre area. 

Eastern Oregon Old-Growth 
Protection
Last winter, Oregon Wild joined 
with a diverse coalition of 
environmentalists and timber 
interests to announce the “Oregon 
Eastside Forest Restoration, Old 
Growth Protection and Jobs Act of 
2009.” This measure would protect 
old-growth trees, safeguard rivers 
and streams, and reduce road 
densities while directing the Forest 
Service to focus on expanding 
science-based forest and river 
restoration activities. 

In March, the bill had a successful 
hearing in the U.S. Senate in 
Washington, DC. In May, a poll 
commissioned by Oregon Wild 
found that that 70% of likely voters 
statewide, and 76% of respondents 
in eastern Oregon’s 2nd 
Congressional District, supported 
the legislation. In June, a field 
hearing in Bend was attended by 
over 100 people, including dozens of 
Oregon Wild supporters. Intense 
negotiations to finalize the legislation 
are now taking place.

Western Oregon Old-Growth 
Protection
In July, Oregon Wild released a 
special report highlighting the role 

that outdated logging mills, and 
special interest politics, continues to 
play in generating conflict over ancient 
forest logging. Titled Logjam: 9 
Oregon Logging Mills Stuck in the 
Past, the report examined the milling 
capability and desired log diameter of 
74 mills around the state. The nine 
mills scoring as “severe” threats to 
old-growth are: C&D Lumber 
Company in Riddle, D.R. Johnson 
Lumber Company (Round Prairie) in 
Riddle, Herbert Lumber Co. in 
Riddle, Hull-Oakes Lumber Co. in 
Monroe, Oregon Overseas Lumber 
Co. Inc. in Bandon, Rough & Ready 
Lumber Co. in Cave Junction, 
Starfire Lumber Co. Inc. in Cottage 
Grove, Swanson Bros Lumber Co. in 
Noti, and Zip-O-Logs Mills Co. in 
Eugene. 

Take Action!
The Wild Rogue may be 
the most beloved river in 
Oregon, but Oregon’s 
elected leaders are 
dragging their feet on 
protecting it. Please call 
Sen. Ron Wyden and 
Rep. Peter DeFazio and 
tell them to get busy on 
protecting 58,000 acres 
of new Wilderness for the 
Rogue! Call the Capital 
switchboard now at (202) 
224-3121!

C h a n D r a  L E g u E  W h i l e  s u n n y  d a y s  c o n t i n u e  t o  s h i n e  o n  t h e  m e s m e r i z i n g  r o g u e  r i v e r , 
l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  a r e a  a s  W i l d e r n e s s  h a s n ’ t  y e t  s e e n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  d a y  i n  C o n g r e s s .

B r E t t  C O L E

Conservation round-up: legislation and logjams
Steve Pedery, Conservation Director
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Creature:  Larch Mountain, Del Norte, 
Siskiyou Mountains, and other salamanders

Where you can find it:  Moist, western 
Oregon forests (some salamander species are 
found in certain geographic areas and 
nowhere else)

By the numbers:  The Oregon Slender 
salamander is one of the world’s smallest at 
2.5 inches in length. Conversely, the Pacific 
Giant salamander is North America’s largest, 
measuring in at a solid foot.

Unique characteristic:  Salamanders have 
several defense and recovery mechanisms. 
Many species will coil and release their 
bodies like a spring to catapult away from 
danger. Also, in a rare feat among their 

invertebrate brethren, salamanders are able to 
regenerate lost limbs. 

In focus:  Oregon Wild tries to make sure 
that the U.S. Forest Service and Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM) don’t lose sight 
of the littlest creatures that make the world 
go round, such as salamanders. While wolves 
and bears often make the headlines, there are 
hundreds of “extras” in the cast of forest 
biodiversity that make the story of life unfold 
in all its glory. Salamanders are amphibians 
that often attain relatively high biomass, and 
they are effective predators, so they can have 
a significant effect on nutrient cycling the 
structure of food webs.
There are at 
least 19 
recognized 
species of 
salamander 
that occur 
mostly in 
western 
Oregon 
where forests 
are more 
moist. These 
include giant 
salamanders, 
slender 
salamanders, 
and torrent 

salamanders. There may be many subspecies 
recognized in the future based on genetic 
distinctions that have not yet been studied. 
None of Oregon’s salamanders are currently 
listed as threatened or endangered, but three 
of these were given special protection under 
the Northwest Forest Plan – the Del Norte 
salamander, Siskiyou Mountains salamander, 
and Larch Mountain salamander which 
occur in limited areas in southwest and 
northwest Oregon, respectively. 
For survival and reproduction, salamanders 
require stable, moist conditions commonly 
found in old growth forests. Salamanders are 
often found on talus slopes under forest 
canopies where they can regulate their 
temperature and moisture levels by retreating 
into the three-dimensional matrix of rock 
protected by the shade of mature trees. Large 

downed logs are also important to 
salamanders because they harbor moisture 
and food. 
Salamander populations are adversely 
affected by logging on both federal and 
non-federal lands. Salamanders are not 
highly mobile and they are sensitive to 
changes in microclimate that result from 
canopy removal. The Northwest Forest Plan 
included several important requirements to 
help protect salamanders, but the Forest 
Service and BLM have repeatedly tried to 
eliminate those protections and they often 
fail to fully implement them. Oregon Wild 
has had some success reversing these rule 
changes and maintaining habitat for rare 
forest wildlife. We will continue to fight for 
the little guys. 

Creature Feature: Salamanders
Doug Heiken, Conservation and Restoration Coordinator

C h a n D r a  L E g u E  t h e  p a c i f i c 
g i a n t  s a l a m a n d e r  i s  t h e 
l a r g e s t  t e r r e s t r i a l  s a l a m a n d e r 
i n  n o r t h  a m e r i c a .

g a r y  n a F i s 
L a r c h  M o u n t a i n  s a l a m a n d e r

g a r y  n a F i s 
s i s k i y o u  M o u n t a i n s  s a l a m a n d e r
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Oregon Wild has been very 
fortunate to have three 
fantastic interns in our Portland 
office this summer.

Among the tasks our Healthy 
Rivers Intern, Dylan Cerling, 
completed this summer was a 
summary of recent research 
on climate change impacts to 
the Klamath Basin. In one 
word: scary. Dylan has also 
been the driving force behind 
endangered species listing 
research, a legal memo on 
filing a mining claim, and 
uncovering some of the hidden 
intricacies of Klamath 
economics. He’s headed back 
to NYU for his final year of law 
school this fall.

Kiki Contreras, our Wildlands 
and Wildlife Intern, spent her 
time this summer compiling the 
nitty gritty details on over a 
dozen rare Oregon species for 
a complete overhaul of the 
wildlife section of the Oregon 
Wild website (check it out at 
www.oregonwild.org/fish_
wildlife). She also worked 
behind the scenes to support 
our work on roadless, wolves, 
hikes, and more. This fall, she’ll 
study at the Duke University 
Marine Lab.

Portlander Ben Rhiger tackled 
all manner of important 
fundraising and outreach tasks 
this summer as our 
Development Intern. Ben 
helped to design and promote 
our new business membership 
program and spearheaded 
solicitations of in-kind gifts. You 
might have run into him this 
summer at community events, 
manning the Oregon Wild table 
and spreading the word about 
wildlands protection. 

Inside Oregon Wild
Thanks to our summer interns!

Last issue, we started a 
brand new feature for 
the newsletter – “Where 
in Oregon.” Each issue 
we’ll showcase a photo 
of a wild place with 
someone displaying the 
Oregon Wild newsletter. 
If you’re the first person 
to correctly guess the 
location of this issue’s 
photo, we’ll send you a 
copy of William Sullivan’s 
Atlas of Oregon 
Wilderness.

Last issue’s winner was 
Charlie White of Portland 
who correctly identified 
the “Where in Oregon” 
location as Tumalo Falls 
in the Deschutes 
National Forest. 
Congratulations, Charlie!

Send your guess for this 
issue or submit your 
own “Where in Oregon” 
photo for next issue to 
newsletter@oregonwild.
org and you could win 
too.

C h a n D r a  L E g u E

Where in 
OREGON

???



Exploring 
Wilderness with 
William Sullivan
October 8, 2010
7:00 pm 
Mazamas Mountaineering Center, Portland

Join William L. Sullivan, the newest Oregon 
Wild Board Member and Oregon’s 
bestselling outdoor author, as he takes us 
on a slideshow tour of the state’s most 
beautiful Wilderness areas. Sponsored in 
part by Navillus Press and the Mazamas.

Photo Contest 
Winners Unveiled
October 20, 2010
5:30 – 7:30 pm  
Japanese Garden Pavilion, Portland 

Be there as the winners of the sixth annual 
Oregon Wild Outdoor Photo Contest are 
revealed. This FREE event will feature a 
silent auction of the winning photos, live 
music, a raffle with plenty of great prizes, 
and beer and wine. 

Sponsored by: Pro Photo Supply, 1859 Magazine, All Star 
Rafting, Laurelwood Art, Lensbaby, OMSI, Outside 
Magazine, and Patagonia.

Fall Hikes!
October 16   Devil’s Staircase Wilderness 

Hike (Eugene)

October 21   Larch Mountain Mushroom 
Field Trip (Portland)

October 23   Benham Falls Hike (Bend)

October 23   Eagle Creek Mushroom Field 
Trip (Portland)

October 25   Herman Creek Mushroom 
Field Trip (Portland)

November 6   Salmon River Trail Salmon 
Viewing (Portland)

November 7   Eugene Area Mushroom 
Hike (Eugene)
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MushRooMs AnD MoRe – fAll events
 *More details on all events can be found at www.oregonwild.org/about/hikes_events

t y L E r  r O E M E r C h r i s  s O KO L


