


The Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) 

manages 2.6 million acres 
of forests in western 

Oregon – most of this is 
O&C lands. 

Yellow = BLM
Green = National Forests
Red circle = Cascade Siskiyou 

National Monument



BLM forest lands are 
ecologically significant 
despite their 
checkerboard nature  
– providing corridors 
of habitat from higher 
elevations and 
National Forest lands 
to lower elevations 
and valleys.



Backyard Forest Values

n Drinking water quality
n Recreation
n Quality of life for rural 

communities
n Fish and wildlife habitat
n Mature and old-growth 

forests
n Carbon storage & 

climate change 
mitigation

n Landscape connections



Public forests provide the best habitat for many native wildlife.



Trout and salmon 
depend on public 
forests to provide the 
clean, cold water they 
need for survival.



O&C Lands play a vital role 
in providing drinking water 

for over 1.8 million 
Oregonians.



Recreation on the Wild & 
Scenic Rogue River brings in 
$13 million annually to the 
local economy.



The Legacy of Past 
Logging



O&C lands shall be 
managed ... for 
permanent forest 
production, and the 
timber thereon shall be 
sold, cut, and removed in 
conformity with the 
principal of sustained 
yield for the purpose of:

1937 O&C Act

Ø providing a permanent source of timber supply,
Ø protecting watersheds,
Ø regulating stream flow,
Ø contributing to the economic stability of local communities and 

industries, and
Ø providing recreational facilities.



Overlogging led to the 
Northwest Forest Plan

Ø Northwest Forest Plan sought to balance wildlife needs 
and logging.
Ø Integrated management on Forest Service and BLM lands to 

provide timber and habitat for salmon and threatened wildlife.
Ø Riparian Reserves to protect fish and provide travel corridors for 

other wildlife.
Ø Late Successional Reserves to protect and restore old-growth 

dependent species such as owls and murrelets.

Ø Shift from clearcutting old-growth to thinning of second-
growth plantations and other watershed restoration.



n Historically 50% of harvest revenue from O&C lands went to 
counties. From 1975 to 1995, that was $1.7 billion, an average of 
$82.9 million a year.

n Decrease in logging under NWFP to deal with species protection and 
restoration of habitat  = decrease in funding to counties from 
timber.

n Secure Rural Schools and Self Determination Act cut the ties 
between logging volume and payments to counties.
n Initially passed in 2001, reauthorized in 2008 for lower payouts, 

and expires completely in 2013 after recent 1-year extension.
n O&C Counties continue to align with timber lobbyists and lawsuits 

O&C Counties and 
timber interests align



Threats to O&C Lands
n Management plan revisions dismantle 

Northwest Forest Plan
n Timber sales that target some of our 

last older forests and impact 
threatened wildlife

n Efforts in Congress to weaken 
environmental laws

n Legislation in Congress to increase 
logging at the expense of water 
quality, fish & wildlife habitat, 
restoration, and public participation.  

n Resource extraction and anti-wildlife 
advocates generating fear and 
misinformation in the public



BLM’s New Management 
Plans (WOPR Jr.)

n Conservation groups fought “WOPR” for years, then 
“WOPR Jr.” – which is now in place.

n Took BLM lands out of the Northwest Forest Plan
n Shrunk stream and wildlife protections
n Changed “reserves” and reduced protections
n Increased more aggressive logging 

n Logging advocates say it doesn’t go far enough to 
reduce protections and increase logging.



Past O&C
Legislative Efforts

n Rep. DeFazio’s bill to transfer public lands into “trust” to be 
managed for timber and profit, removed from federal protections.

n Effectively dismantle the Northwest Forest Plan, setting back a 
decade of restoration work on forests and watersheds.

n Disregard designated critical habitat for threatened salmon, 
northern spotted owls, and marbled murrelets.

n Was linked to even worse bills (Rep. Hastings’ HR 1526) which had 
major impacts to all federal public lands.



“Resilient Federal Forests 
Act” (HR 2936): 

A major threat to public 
lands across the nation

n Threatens bedrock environmental laws.
n Reduces public input and environmental analysis 
n Mandates huge logging increases at the expense of healthy forests, 

wildlife habitat, real fuel reductions
n Makes forests less resilient to fires

n Rescinds protections for O&C forest lands, including existing 
Wilderness and the Cascade Siskiyou National Monument

n Elevates logging above all other uses of O&C lands



Standing up 
for backyard 
forests and 
public lands

n Groups like Oregon Wild & Cascadia 
Wildlands continue to push back against all 
these threats, and give voice to our members 
and supporters.

n Multnomah Co pulling out of Association of 
O&C Counties
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